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The Socidist party declares that the capitalist system has outgrown its
historical function, and has become utterly incapable of meeting the
problems now confronting society. We denounce this outgrown system as
incompetent and corrupt and the source of unspeakable misery and
suffering to the whole working class.

Under this system the industrial equipment of the nation has passed into the
absolute control of plutocracy, which exacts an annua tribute of hundreds
of millions of dollars from the producers. Unafraid of any organized
resistance, it stretches out its greedy hands over the still undeveloped
resources of the nation—the land, the mines, the forests and the water-
powers of every state in the Union.

In spite of the multiplication of labor-saving machines and improved
methods in industry, which cheapen the cost of production, the share of the
producers grows ever less, and the prices of all the necessities of life
steadily increase. The boasted prosperity of this nation is for the owning
class alone. To the rest it means only greater hardship and misery. The high
cost of living is felt in every home. Millions of wage-workers have seen the
purchasing power of their wages decrease until life has become a desperate
battle for mere existence.

Multitudes of unemployed walk the streets of our cities or trudge from state
to state awaiting the will of the masters to move the wheels of industry.

The farmersin every state are plundered by the increasing prices exacted for
tools and machinery and by extortionate rent, freight rates and storage
charges.

Capitalist concentration is mercilessly crushing the class of small business
men and driving its members into the ranks of propertyless wage-workers.



The overwhelming majority of the people of America are being forced
under ayoke of bondage by this soulless industrial despotism.

It is this capitalist system that is responsible for the increasing burden of
armaments, the poverty, sslums, child labor, most of the insanity, crime and
prostitution, and much of the disease that afflicts mankind.

Under this system the working class is exposed to poisonous conditions, to
frightful and needless perils to life and limb, is walled around with court
decisions, injunctions and unjust laws, and is preyed upon incessantly for
the benefit of the controlling oligarchy of wealth. Under, it also, the
children of the, working class are doomed to ignorance, drudging toil and
darkened lives.

In the face of these evils, so manifest that all thoughtful observers are
appaled at them, the legidative representatives of the Republican and
Democratic parties remain the faithful servants of the oppressors. Measures
designed to secure to the wage earners of this nation as humane and just
treatment as is already enjoyed by the wage earners of all other civilized
nations have been smothered in committee without debate, and laws
ostensibly designed to bring relief to the farmers and general consumers are
juggled and transformed into instruments for the exaction of further tribute.
The growing unrest under oppression has driven these two old parties to the
enactment of a variety of regulative measures, none of which has limited in
any appreciable degree the power of the plutocracy, and some of them have
been perverted into means for increasing that power. Anti-trust laws,[1]
railroad restrictions and regulations, with the prosecutions, indictments and
investigations based upon such legislation, have proved to be utterly futile
and ridiculous.

Nor has this plutocracy been seriously restrained or even threatened by any
Republican or Democratic executive. It has continued to grow in power and
insolence aike under the administrations of Cleveland, McKinley,
Roosevelt and Taft.

In addition to this legidative juggling and this executive connivance, the
courts of America have sanctioned and strengthened the hold of this
plutocracy as the Dred Scott and other decisions strengthened the Save-
power before the civil war. They have been used as instruments for the
oppression of the working class and for the suppression of free speech and
free assembly.

We declare, therefore, that the longer sufferance of these conditions is
impossible, and we purpose to end them al. We declare them to be the



product of the present system, in which industry is carried on for private
greed, instead of for the welfare of society. We declare, furthermore, that for
these evils there will be and can be no remedy and no substantia relief
except through Socialism, under which industry will be carried on for the
common good and every worker receive the full social value of the wealth
he creates.

Society is divided into warring groups and classes, based upon materia
interests. Fundamentally, this struggle is a conflict between the two main
classes, one of which, the capitalist class owns the means of production, and
the other, the working class, must use these means of production on terms
dictated by the owners.

The capitalist class, though few in numbers, absolutely controls the
government—Ilegidlative, executive and judicial. This class owns the
machinery of gathering and disseminating news through its organized press.
It subsidizes seats of learning—the colleges and schools—and even
religious and moral agencies. It has also the added prestige which
established customs give to any order of society, right or wrong.

The working class, which includes all those who are forced to work for a
living, whether by hand or brain, in shop, mine or on the soil, vastly
outnumbers the capitalist class. Lacking effective organization and class
solidarity, this class is unable to enforce its will. Given such class solidarity
and effective organization, the workers will have the power to make al laws
and control all industry in their own interest.

All political parties are the expression of economic class interests. All other
parties than the Socialist party represent one or another group of the ruling
capitalist class. Their political conflicts reflect merely superficial rivalries
between competing capitalist groups. However they result, these conflicts
have no issue of real value to the workers. Whether the Democrats or
Republicans win politically, it is the capitalist class that is victorious
economically.

The Socidlist party is the political expression of the economic interests of
the workers. Its defeats have been their defeats and its victories their
victories. It is a party founded on the science and laws of socid
development. It proposes that, since all social necessities today are socially
produced, the means of their production and distribution shall be socially
owned and democratically controlled.

In the face of the economic and political aggressions of the capitalist class
the only reliance left the workers is that of their economic organizations and



their political power. By the intelligent and class-conscious use of these,
they may resist successfully the capitalist class, break the fetters of wage-
davery, and fit themselves for the future society, which is to displace the
capitalist system. The Sociadist party appreciates the full significance of
class organization and urges the wage earners, the working farmers and all
other useful workers everywhere to organize for economic and political
action, and we pledge ourselves to support the toilers of the fields as well as
those in the shops, factories and mines of the nation in their struggles for
economic justice.

In the defeat or victory of the working class party in this new struggle for
freedom lies the defeat or triumph of the common people of all economic
groups, as well as the failure or the triumph of popular government. Thus
the Socialist party is the party of the present day revolution, which marks
the transition from economic individualism to Socialism, from wage-slavery
to free co-operation, from capitalist oligarchy to industrial democracy.

Working Program

As measures calculated to strengthen the working class, in its fight for the
realization of its ultimate aim, the co-operative commonwealth, and to
increase its power of resistance against capitalist oppression, we advocate
and pledge ourselves and our elected officers to the following program:

Collective Ownership

* The collective ownership and democratic management of railroads, wire
and wireless telegraphs and tel ephones, express services, steamboat lines
and al other social means of transportation and communication and of al
large-scale industries.

» The immediate acquirement by the municipalities, the states or the federal
government of all grain elevators, stock yards, storage warehouses, and
other distributing agencies, in order to reduce the present extortionate cost
of living.

» The extension of the public domain to include mines, quarries, oil wells,
forests and water power.

 The further conservation and development of natural resources for the use
and benefit of all the people. ..

» The collective ownership of land wherever practicable, and in cases where
such ownership isimpracticable, the appropriation by taxation of the annual



rental value of all land held for speculation or exploitation.

* The collective ownership and demaocratic management of the banking and
currency system.

Unemployment

The immediate government relief of the unemployed by the extension of all
useful public works. All persons employed on such works to be engaged
directly by the government under a workday of not more than eight hours
and at not less than the prevailing union wages. The government also to
establish employment bureaus; to lend money to states and municipalities
without interest for the purpose of carrying on public works, and to take
such other measures within its power as will lessen the widespread misery
of the workers caused by the misrule of the capitalist class.

Industrial Demands

The conservation of human resources, particularly of the lives and well-
being of the workers and their families:

* By shortening the workday in keeping with the increased productiveness
of machinery.

* By securing to every worker arest period of not lessthan aday and a half
in each week.

By securing a more effective inspection of workshops, factories and
mines.
« By forbidding the employment of children under sixteen years of age.

* By the co-operative organization of the industriesin the federal
penitentiaries for the benefit of the convicts and their dependents.

By forbidding the interstate transportation of the products of child labor,
of convict labor and of all uninspected factories and mines.

By abolishing the profit system in government work, and substituting
either the direct hire of Iabor or the awarding of contracts to co-operative
groups of workers.

* By establishing minimum wage scales.

» By abolishing official charity and substituting a non-contributory system
of old-age pensions, agenera system of insurance by the state of all its
members against unemployment and invalidism and a system of compulsory
insurance by employers of their workers, without cost to the latter, against



in diseases, accidents and death.

Political Demands

» The absolute freedom of press, speech and assemblage.

» The adoption of a graduated income tax, the increase of the rates of the
present corporation tax and the extension of inheritance taxes, graduated in
proportion to the value of the estate and to nearness of kin—the proceeds of
these taxes to be employed in the sociaization of industry.

» The abalition of the monopoly ownership of patents and the substitution
of collective ownership, with direct rewards to inventors by premiums or
royalties.

* Unrestricted and equal suffrage for men and women.

» The adoption of the initiative, referendum and recall and of proportional
representation, nationally as well aslocally.

» The abalition of the Senate and of the veto power of the President.

» The election of the President and the Vice-President by direct vote of the
people.

» The abalition of the power usurped by the Supreme Court of the United
States to pass upon the constitutionality of the legislation enacted by
Congress. National laws to be repealed only by act of Congress or by a
referendum vote of the whole people.

» The abalition of the present restrictions upon the amendment of the
constitution, so that instrument may be made amendable by a mgjority of
the votersin the country.

» The granting of the right of suffrage in the District of Columbiawith
representation in Congress and a democratic form of municipal government
for purely local affairs.

» The extension of democratic government to all United States territory.

» The enactment of further measures for general education and particularly
for vocational education in useful pursuits. The Bureau of Education to be
made a department.

» The enactment of further measures for the conservation of health. The
creation of an independent bureau of health, with such restrictions as will
secure full liberty to all schools of practice.

» The separation of the present Bureau of Labor from the Department of
Commerce and Labor and its elevation to the rank of a department.



* Abolition of al federal district courts and the United States Circuit Courts
of Appeals. State courtsto have jurisdiction in all cases arising between
citizens of the several states and foreign corporations. The election of all
judges for short terms.

» The immediate curbing of the power of the courts to issue injunctions.
* The free administration of the law.

» The calling of a convention for the revision of the constitution of the
United States.

Such measures of relief as we may be able to force from capitalism are but a
preparation of the workers to seize the whole powers of government, in
order that they may thereby lay hold of the whole system of socialized
industry and thus come to their rightful inheritance.
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